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Matthew 1.1-17

Focus: fo help us trust God's unlikely sovereign work in bringing Jesus as
the seed of Abraham, the son of David, the Messiah and to embrace our role
in sharing this good news.

Have you ever done genealogy research? What did you learn? Why would
this information have been important for first century Jews to know about
Jesus?

Read 1.1-17. What is your first reaction to a passage like this? How did the
sermon and your personal study of this passage change that perception?

List the names of the women included. This was unusual to have women
such as this in a genealogy! Share what you know about each women's
story (bonus points for reading relevant scriptures!). Why do you think their
names were included?

Read about Manasseh's legacy in 2 Kings 21.1-3, 6, 9, 16. Why would
someone this evil be included in Jesus' genealogy?

Read Gen. 12.3; 22.16-18 and 2 Sam. 7.12, 13 to glean what the importance
is of connecting Jesus to both Abraham and David?

What does this passage teach us about God and the people He uses? If you
were to find yourself in this genealogy somewhere, where would it be? What
truths do you glean from this seemingly "skippable" passage that are an
encouragement to you?
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