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Deut. 1.1-18

Focus: Getting Ready to Obey

Read 1.1-8 Work together to build a description of the setting of Deut. What
is going on in the life of Israel? where have they been for the last 40 years?
400 years? where are they now? How do you think they would have felt to
be, at long last, on the edge of the Promised Land? In what ways can we
connect with what they were experiencing? At what points do share life in
common with God's people so long ago?

In vv. 1-8 what does Moses choose to remind them of? why do you think he
raises those themes?

Read 1.9-18. What are the themes Moses raises here? and what would that
accomplish in the people as they prepare to enter the land? What lessons
are there in this section for us about leadership?

This section closes with a reminder that these were instructions that were to
be obeyed (v. 18). As you think about the elders' focus for the year on "a
loving obedience to a loving God", what do you need to do to consecrate
yourself and get ready to obey God? What will you need to do to cultivate a
heart that is glad to obey God?
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