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Our Sine Qua Non 
(Definition of SINE QUA NON: something absolutely indispensable or essential)

1 Cor. 13.1-3, 8-13

 • Read verse 1-3 and 8-13.  What is your honest reaction to 
these verses?

•  Why do you think Paul singled out these particular things as 
examples?  How does that fit in with the context of ch. 12 & 
14?  (how do you connect what he says about love with what 
he says about spiritual gifts in 12.31 and 14.1 about seeking 
spiritual gifts?)

•  What do you think he means when he says "but have not 
love"?  How do we make sure that isn't true of us in our 
service and worship?

•  Why do you think this chapter is focussed on our love for 
one another and not directly on loving God?  What is the 
relationship between the two?  (see 1 John 4. 11, 19-21)

• 4 things were listed in the sermon as ways to embrace the 
love of God for us (community, confession, thanksgiving, 
pursuit of God in His Word).  Are there other practices that 
help you grasp the love of God for you?  and which of these 4 
(or others mentioned) is one you need to pursue?
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